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Bleſſed are they which are Per ſeciued fon 
Righteouſneſs ſake. * 15 tony 
| 9 


1 H E Beauty and Excellence of the Chriſtiai 


Inſtitution may in this appear above all others, 
that it recommends it. ſelf by that 2 7 and 
artleſs Simplicity, which is the higheſt Exi-. 
dence of Truth. Ft is ſo far from uſing any Arti 
or falſe Colours to engage its Diſciples, chat it pro- 
claims to them, what Sufferings and Miſeries they ex- 
pole themſelves to by the Profeflion of it. Had an 
Impoſtor known that his Followers muſt have been in- 
volved in ſuch Difficulties upon his Account, he would 
have carefully concealed ic ef they ſhould be terrified 
and forſake him. But the Chriſtian Lawgiver, wich. a 
ſurprizing Candor , publiſhes to his Diſciples, - that 
they muſt expect in this World the ſharpeſt Ly 
and the worſt of Evils; they muſt endure the Croß, and 
deſpiſe the Shame, who follow him. 3 
Certainly none other than an Omniſcient Perſon 
and one fully aſſured of the Divine Authority of nd > 
f | 


own Precepts, could foreſee, ' that the Weakneſs ai 
Infirmity of Mankind would ever break through tho 
Dangers and Terrors, which he gives them notice ofz 
to the embracing of his Law. "oe OG 
And whether the Corruption of Human Natute be 
ſuch, that Perſons eminently Righteous, and Upright 
to that Degtee which he requires, muſt thereby become 
obnoxious to the Scorn, Injuries, and Perſecutions of 
Wicked Men ; or, — Perſecution be an Ari 3 
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of the Old Serpent to deter Men from the Truth, yet 
E ante. de- Gd. C. Ale diſturb the Propagation of — 
Gſpel. that the Blood of ber Martyrs proved the Seed of the 
Church; and the inimitable Conſtancy wherewith the 
Chriſtian Profeſſors underwent all Kinds of Death and 
{ Tortures, ſtruck the Heathen World with Amazement, 
and haſtened its Converſion, when it ſaw the Heroick 
d even Fabulous Acts of: thoſe, who were accounted 
ods and Heroes, outdone in frequenr Inſtances by 
| Perſons of a weaker Age and Sex. But among that 
Fd ot Witneſſes, that Noble Army of Martyrs ( if we ex- 

7 the Captain and Leader of. their Salvation) as ther 

vas no one who in Earthly Rank or Dignity was did 
to the Royal Martyr, whom we this Day commemo- 
0 ; ſo there was not any one ſuperior to him in the 

onſtancy, Meekneſs, Charity, and Reſignation of a 

Chriſtian Hero. | | | 


How plain ſoever this may appear to impartial and 
- conſidering Men, there are too many, who approving 
the Confuſions of his unhappy. Times, are offended at 
the Name of Martyr , which our Church beſtows on 
him; and as they robbed him of the Imperial Crown 
| of theſe Kingdoms, they would ſpoil him too of that 
ef Martyrdom ; condemning our Church for the In- 
ſtitution of this Anniverſary Day, and for the Conti- 
nuancè of its Obſervation. a fog 
My Zuſineſs then at preſent ſhall be, 


I. Firſt, To ſhew that the Proper and Genuine Notion 
of a Martyr agrees perfectly to this ſuffering King. 
II. Secondly, To vindicate our Church in the Appoint- 
ment of this Anniverſary Solemnity. 
III. Thirdly, To ſnew what Reaſon, and even Neceſ- 
* ſity there is to continue the Obſervation of it. And, 
IV. Taftly, I ſhall touch upon ſome of thoſe Duties, 
which this Day ſhould bring to our Remembrance, 
and ſhould excite us to perform. | 
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tion of a Martyr agrees perfectly to the King. In or- 
der to this, it will be neceſſary to ſtate the Notion of 2 
Martyr, to enumerate the ſeveral things required to a 
. compleat and Evangelical Martyrdom, and then to ap- 
ply them to the Circumſtances of his Majeſty.  _ 

The Word Martyr is taken. originally for any Mitneß, 


but the Signification of it has been limited by the Uſe 


of Holy Writ, and Eccleſiaſtical Writers ; by whom it 
is in a more eminent Manner aſcribed to our Bleſſed 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt , * bo before Pontius Pilate Witneſ- 
ſed 4 good Confeſſion, and who is therefore called the F. 
Faithful Witneß. Nevertheleſs, it did not ſo peculiarly 
belong to him, bur that it might with great Prapri 
be conferred on other Perſons ; thus it is applied to 
Stephen, and Chriſt himſelf calls # Antipas his Faithful 
Martyr. Lt, 
The Two primary Conditions required to entitle any 


one to this Honourare mentioned in my Text. I. Firſt, 


It is neceſſary that the Perſon ſhould be perſecuted, or 
ſuffer in ſome conſiderable Degree. II. Secondly, 


p 
1 | 
fl 


an, I am to ſhew that the Proper and Genuine No- 


That his Perſecutions and Sufferings ſhould be for 


Righteouſneſs ſake, for bearing Teſtimony to ſome 


Divine and Religious Truth. III. Thirdly, But beſides 
theſe it is further required that a Man ſhould not be 


guilty of Schiſm, which made him incapable of Mar- 


tyrdom. IV. And laſtly, That he ſhould flee from the 
Perſecution. 


1. The firſt Condition is, that the Perſon ſhould ſuf. q 


fer in ſome conſiderable Degree, as by Bonds and Im- 


priſonment, Corporal Pains, or Baniſhment, any of 


which might denominate a Martyr ; but the moſt ex- 
alted Degree of Martyrdom was, when a Man laid 
down his Life, reſiſting unto Blood, and ſealing his 
Teſtimony with his Death. Ir is true, the Name of 
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Confeſſor was often given to thoſe, whoſe Sufferings 
were not Crowned with Death, that laſt Suffering, 
and which by way of Eminence was called their Paſſi- 
n; but it is as certain the Name of Martyr was fre- 
quently beſtowed upon them. Thus we find ſeveral of 
St. Cyprian Epiſtles inſcribed To the Martyrs and Con- 
feſſors. f Tertullian elegantly calls them Martyres Deſig- 
nati, Martyrs Elect, by a Metaphor taken from the Ro- 


man Magiſtrates , who after their Election were ſaid to 


be Defignati , Defigned to their Employments. By theſe 
* Means the ſame Perſons underwent || repeated Martyr- 
doms, ind were taken from the wild Beaſts, and thrown 
again into Priſon ;: and their Condition was ſometimes 
counted as Noble and Illuftrious as theirs who ſuffered 
even unto Death; Urraq; res ſublimis eſt pariter & illuſtris, 
ſays St. Cyprian. However, ſuch was the Modeſty 
and Humility of thoſe great Minds, that they uſually 


refuſed the Title of Martyrs given them by the Bre- 


chren, and ꝗ called themſelves mean and humble Con- 
feſſors. If therefore we would rightly conceive the 
Difference, which the Ancients made between Marty! 
and Confeſſor, we muſt diſſinguiſh them into Three Or- 
ders or Degrees. The Firſt are they whoſe Sufferings 
were not attended with extraordinary Severity, and 
theſe were generally called Confeſſors. The Second is 
of thoſe whoſe Sufferings were very ſignal and eminent, 
but not unto Death; and they modeſtly aſſumed to 


themfelves only the Name of Confeſſor, but were ho- 


-noured by the Church with that of Martyr. The Third 
is of thoſe who had ſealed their Teſtimony with their 
Blood; and to theſe the Name of Martyr was univer- 
* fally allowed. | 
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1 lt is not however any Kind of Suffering which 
gives a Title to this Appellation, but it is the + Cauſe 


which conſecrates the Suffering, and makes the Mar- 
tyr; and this is the Second Condition expreſſed in mp 


Text, That the Perſecutions of a Martyr muſt be foo 


Righteouſneſs ſake ; that is to ſay, for the Atteſtation 
of ſome Divine and Religious Truth. Whether it 
were, 1. For Profefling the Name of Jeſus, and his 


Holy Inſtitution, which as it is the moſt Sublime and 
Excellent of all Truths, ſo it is the Nobleſt Cauſe that 
can ſanctify a Martyr's Sufferings. And this was the 
Caſe of the Primitive Chriſtians under Heathen Perſe- 
cutions; theſe are they of whom St. Fobn * ſpeaks, I 


ſaw the Souls of "them that were btheaded for the Witneſs of 


Joes and for the Word of God. a. Or, whether it were 
or bearing Witneſs to ſome particular Truth of the 
Goſpel , in Oppoſition to any Hereſy that ſprung up; 


this was the Caſe of the Orthodox Chriſtians; as often 


as ſome prevailing Hereſy had Power to raiſe a Perſe- 
cution ; | which was ſometimes done with'Rage and 
Fury, not inferior to Heathen Emperors. © Thirdly, 
When a Martyr ſuffered for Prevention of Schiſm, and 
to.. preſerve the Peace and Unity of the Church, he 
was juſtly eſteemed to ſuffer for Righteonſneſs ſake. 
This may ſeem a Paradox in theſe Corrupt Ages, which 


| 


are ſo far degenerated from Pure and Primitive Chriſti- 
c 


anity, that the Notion of Schiſm is almoſt razed out 
of the Minds of Men, and is ſo little underſtood or 
thought of, that 'tis looked on as a thing indifferent 
to Communicate with the, Church, or with Schiſma- 


ticks ; and Men go to their Communions promiſcu- 


4 
| 


ouſly, as Humour or Intereſt" inclines them. But in 
the Days of Old it was not ſo ; Schiſm was then dread- 


ed worſe than Perſecution, which only reached to 


* 6 _ = — 
# i * % 


f Non er Paſſione certa Juſt 
Auguff. contra Parmeniax. I. 1. 
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ſome particular Members of the Church, and did not 
_ _affe&the whole; but the Wounds of Schiſm were felt 
dy the Univerſal; Church, which ſeemed thereby, if 1 
may ſo ſpeak, to ſuffer Martyrdom: Then it was 
counted an exalted Pitch of Honour for a Man to lay 
down his Life for the Peace of the Church, and to ce- 
ment the Diviſions of it with his Blood. This is ex- 
pteſly affirmed by Dion ſius of Alexandria; ſays he, If 
4 Man ſuffet Death, rather than make a Schiſm in the Church, 
his Martyrdom is no leß glorious, than if be underwent it ra- 
ther than ſacrifice to Idols, Laſtly, Whenever Godly Per- 
ſons were perſecuted by the Wicked for the Cauſe of 
EE 2 'Holineſs, they were accounted to ſuffer for 
uſneſs ſake, and conſequently to be Martyrs. 
Thus | Cyprian reckons Abel to be the Protomartyr of the 
World; Let ws imitate the Righteous Abel, ſays he, who 
led the way to Martyrdont,' as being the firſt who was.ſlain for 
2. The Third Condition required in a Martyr, is, 
That he ſhould not be a Schiſmatick. Eſſe Martyr non 
poteſt qui in Eccleſia non eſt, ſays || Cyprian; He who is not 
within the Pale of the Church cannot be a Martyr/ 
So that if a Man ſhould ſevet himſelf from the Church, 
and, during that Separation, ſhould even die for the 
Name of Jeſus , yet he ſhall not receive the Benefit of 

" Martyrdom. His Sin is of ſo black and foul a Stain, 

| that it cannot be purged away, no, not by Blood. He 
has broke the Bond of Charity, and tbo be ſhould give 


* Epiſt. ad Novat. apud Euſeb. E. Hiſt. 1.6. c. . 
1 Epiſt. 56. cpr. L. de Unitate Eccleſ. c 12. Tales etiam 
K occiſi in confeſſione nominis fuerint, macula iſta nec ſanguine ab- 
luitur. Inexpiabilis & Gravis culpa Diſcordiz, nec/Paſſione purge» 
5 Eſſe Martyr non poteſt, qui in Eccleſia non eſt. . Ardeant 
licet flammis & ignibus traditi, non erit illa Fidei corona, ſed pæna 

Perſide. id. Nullo modo autem propter Juſtitiam ( ſeil. piſſi 
Lyne) qui Chriſti Eccleſiam diviſerunt. Auguſtin, cont: Epiſt. Perme. 
new.” Lt. cg. Extra Eccleſiam quippe occiſus, Caritatem non ha- 
buiſſe convincitur. [dem de Baptiſm. contra Donatiftas, l. 4. c. 17. 
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lit Body to he burnt, it can profit him nothing; it ſhall not 
be accounted to him the Crown of Faith, but the Ven- 
gcance reſerved for his Perfidy and Deſertion. 
4, The Fourth Condition of a Martyr, is, that he 
ſhould flee; from the Perſecution, and avoid it by all 
means conſiſtent with a good Conſcience, according 
to our Saviour Precept, , When they perſecute uu in this 
City, flee ye unto anotber. And the Martyrdom of Poly- 
carp, becauſe, in Imitation of his Maſter, he fled from 
his Perſecutots, is therefore called Evangelical by the [| 
4 Church of Smzrna; ſhe does indeed declare, how 
much ſhe admires the Bravery. and Conſtancy of thoſe, 
who had mad? a voluntary Tender of themſelves, and 
afterwards reſolutely. ſuffered; bur. ſhe declares Iike- 
wiſe, how little ſhe. approves their Conduct. And the, 
Reaſon of it is evident; for if Perſecution be a Sin, 
be who wantonly and without Neceſſity offers himſelf, 
| is an acceſſary and afliſtant to the Sin of his Perſecua, 
tors; and if he provokes them, he is manifeſtly the 
, erik aro. 
The Perſon in whom all theſe Conditions met was 
a compleat and Evangelical Martyr, and was worthy to 
7 be called an Aſertor of the Faith, the Champion of Chriſt, | 
and Conqueror of the World : We are now to examine, how. 
far they agree to our Martyr, and thereby. ſhew what 
Right he has to that Honour. e 35'S 
The Firſt Article, That he ſuffered in a great and 
eminent Degree, is of it (elf fo clear, that I preſume no 
one can doubt of it; that the higheſt Affronts, Inſults, 
and Indignities were paſſed upon him; that he was pur- 
ſued by Arms; driven from one Corner of his King- 
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dom to another; his Palaces and Revenues ſeized by 
unnatural Rebels, and he himſelf frequently without 2 
Place to lay his Head in; his Royal Conſort and the 
Togo his Love forced into Exile; he himſelf Sold, 
| Seized and Impriſoned; brought to the Bar of Mock- 
ſtice; and at laſt led out to Execution like a Crimi- 
nal, and his Sacred Blood ſpilt by unhallowed Hands. 
All this is ſo notorious, that the greateſt Enemies of 
Truth and him have not the Aſſurance to deny it. 
The Third and Fourth Articles, That he was within 
the Pale of the Church; and that he, who was hunted 
Me a Partridge on the Mountains, fled from his Perſecu- 
tors, I ſuppoſe are not leſs plain; I ſhall not therefore 
waſte your Time in proving of them, but ſhall be more 
rticular in the Second, where I am to ſhew that he 


uffered for Righteouſneſs ſake. . 
It will not here be neceſſary to look up as high as the 
Original of that Rebellion, and enquire whether the 
Church was not principally aimed at by it: This is 
certain, from whatever Sparks thoſe Fires were kindled, 
which: broke out afterwards with ſo much Violence and 
Fury, all Attempts to extinguiſh their Flames were diſ- 
appointed by the unreaſonable Demands concerning 
the Affairs of Religion. In all Propoſals and Treaties 
for Peace, the chief and Fundamental Article was, 
* © For a total Alteration in the Church, and the Ex- 
te tirpation of Biſhops. This was fo conſtantly in- 
- ſiſted upon, that when the King's Affairs ſeemed to ad- 
mit no other Remedy but that of Treaty, he was preſ- 
ſed to fatisfy thoſe Demands by the Queen Regent of 
France, the Cardinal, and the Queen his Wife, as being 
the main Point without which nothing could be done 
or him; and this was urged in ſuch a Manner, that 
1 His Majeſty looked upon their Negotiation, rather 
nas a joint Conſpiracy. betwixt the Papiſts and the 
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ce. Presbyterians, to overthrow the Church, than as an 
«© Expedient for his Reſtoration. And the Leaders of 
the Presbyterian Party in the Parliament, and the Scorch 
Commiſſioners aſſured the Freneb Ambaſſador, that 
© Nothing could be done for the King; unleſs he 
© would give up the Church, extirpate Epiſcopacy, 
«© and grant all the Lands belonging to Cathedral 
te Churches, to ſuch Uſes as the Parliament ſhould ad- 
& viſe. As this was preſſed by the Council of his pre- 
tended Friends, ſo was it likewiſe by the Threats of 
his declared Enemies; the Chancellor of Scotland , 
with unheard-of Inſolence, denouncing the worſt of 
Dangers to his Majeſty in Caſe of Refuſal.” All which 
had no other Effe& than to manifeſt the Greatneſs and 
the Conſtancy of his Royal Mind. © It was and is 
« till believed, ſays the Noble Hiſtorian, that if his 


=. 


_ © © Majeſty would have been induced to agree to the 


*©. Demands of the Scots, they would have had a Party 
* in the Parliament in Veſtminſter to be ſatisfied there- 
* with, or that they would thereupon have declared 
* for the King, and have preſently joined the Loyal 
Party in all Places for his Majeſty's Defence. Boe 
the King was too conſcientious to buy his Peace at ſo 
Prophane and Sacrilegious a Price; and upon this Re- 
fuſal, he was quickly delivered into the Hands of thoſe 
who took away his Life. | 1 
Nor could the Condition of a Priſoner, nor the 
Hardſhips and Severities he endured in the Iſle of Wight, 
any way ſhake his Reſolution. In the memorable 
Treaty which was ſet on Foot in that Tfland, Four prin- 
cipal Propoſitions were offered to him. The 1ſt de- 
manded, that he ſhould revoke all his Declarations and 


Commiſſions, and thereby approve whatever had been 


done againſt him. © The 2d, concerning Religion | 
77 and the Church, comprehended the utter aboliſhing | 
© Epiſcopacy , and all Juriſdiction exerciſed dy Arch- 


Pil. 3. 5. 24. + Pag. 28, 


10 
* -biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, and Chapters; the aliena- 
© ting their Lands, which ſhould be Sold to the Uſe 
| ©. of the Common- Wealth; the Covenant, which was 
* preſented: to his Majeſty to take himſelf, and to im- 
* poſe upon all others; the Common-Prayer and Pub- 
cc : *8 

lick Liturgy of the Church to be taken away, and that 
** the Reformation of Religion according to the Co- 
| ©" yenant, in ſuch manner as both Houſes had, or ſpoul4 
agree, after Conſultation with Divines, ſhould be 
| ſettled by Act of Parliament. This the King told 
them exceeded the Implicit Faith of the Church of 
| ©. Rome, Which rather obliges her Proſelytes to what 
| ©-ſhe does hold, than to what ſhe ſhall. The zd was 
| concerning the Militia , under which Title the King 
was to inveſt the Two Houſes with a Power of raiſing 


what Armies, and what Moneys they thought fit for 
the Space of Twenty Years. The laſt was concerning 
the Affairs of Ireland, by which-he was to expoſe to the- 
Mercy of the Two Houſes, the Lives and Fortunes of 
all thoſe ho bad ſerved him with Honour and Fideli- 
y. To all which, the Article of Religion only ex- 
cepted, he conſented in their own Terms, how unrea- 
ſonable ſoever ; thereby making it apparent, that when 
no Human or Temporal Conſideration was worth his 
Care; when he had diveſted himſelf of his Revenue, 
and the Power of Peace and War; when he had yield- 
ed up his moſt faithful Servants, at their own Inter- 
ceſſion and Importunity, to the Rage of their Ene- 
mies, he then declared, that * © Neceflity could never 
* warrant him to deprive the Church of God of an 
e Order inſtituted for continual Uſe, and for Eſtabliſh- 
ing a Succeſſion of Lawful Miniſters in the Church: 
-*© And concluded, that he could with more Comfort 
* caſt himſelf upon God's Goodneſs to ſupport him in, 
* and defend him from all Afflictions, how great ſoever 
that might befal him, than deprive himſelf of the 
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“ inward Tranquility of his Mind, for: any Politick 
© Conſideration, that might ſeem to be a Means to re- 
& ſtare Him. All that could be extorted from Him in 
this black and melancholy Seaſon, was, that He would: 
* ſuſpend Epiſcopacy for Three Years'; and then, up- 
© on Conſultation with Divines, among whom He 
& would nominate Twenty to be preſent; and to con- 
5 ſulr with them ſuch a Government of the Church, 
6 as ſhould be agreed ſhould be eſtabliſhed. ''That He, 
* would not force any Man to take the Covenant; 
* and would have the Privilege of his own. Chapel, 
* to uſe the Common-Prayer, and obſerve the fame 
*-:'Worſhip:He had uſed to do: And, that all Perſons, 
© whodeſir'd it, might have Liberty to take the Cove: 
* nant, and to uſe the Director 
But theſe Conceſſions, large as they were, were not 
ſatisfactory; and ſo this Great and Innocent Perſan. . 
ſoon after ſubmitted to the Stroke of Death, with 2. 
truly Chriſtian Magnanimity and Reſignation. . 
From what has been ſaid, it appears, that the im- 
mediate Cauſe of the King's Death, was his Refuſal to 
aboliſh the Government of the Church, and to en- 
force the Covenant; and if He had died upon either 
of theſe Accounts ſingly, He had ſurely died for Righ- 
teouſneſs Sake. 1 bl N Oo 
1. For if He died in Defence of the Church-Go- 
vernment by Biſhops, He died in Defence of an Evxan- 
gelical Inſtitution; as might appear, if we had Time 
to enter into that Controverſy, and therefore is truly 
a Martyr. Io SAT Say a4 os. 8 
2. If He died rather than He would enforce the 
Covenant, it muſt be remember'd, that the Perſons 
who made this Demand, were not only Rebels but 
Schiſmaticks, who had raiſed a Perſecution againſt the 
Orthodox Members of the Church; and the Purport 
of their Demand, in effect, is this; That the King 
** ſhould give the Countenance and Authority of 
Law, to that Schiſm and Perſecution, which they 
had been emgower'd to raiſe by a proſperous” Re. 
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̃pellion. 80 that in this Caſe, He died, rather than 
He would conſent to Authorize, or Perpetuate their 
hiſm; and conſequently, His Martyrdom is no 
5 Glorious; in the Opinion of the Alexandrian Bi- 


Mop, than if He had died rather than offer Sacri- 


ice to Idols 7 
. But as it was obvious to all Men, ſo it could not 
- eſcape His Majeſty's quick Sight, that His Conſent to 
&olve the. Government of the Church at that Jun- 
cure, might-rend to the Deſtruction of the Chriſtian 
Profeffion' in theſe Kingdoms. He knew, that the 
Malignity of thoſe Times, like a corrupt and un- 
 wholſom' Seaſon, had brought forth infinite Diſtem- 
pets in Religion: Swarms of new Sectaries aroſe eve- 
day, under the Names of [Brownifts, Muggletonians, 
Codeine; Fifth-Monarcby- Mex, and ſuch like; all pre- 
tending to new Light, and Revelation; moſt of them 
profeſſing and'diſſeminating all manner of Prophane, 
Heretical and Blaſphemous Opinions, with Impunity. 
Of theſe jarring Elements was that Body of People 
. compoſed, which treated with the King; and their 
Councils were united only in the Ruin of the Church, 
upon whoſe Pile, whenever they ſhould effect it, every 
one hoped: to find himſelf uppermoſt. His Majeſty 
well ſaw what a Babel that muſt be, where the Con- 
fuſion of the Builders Tongues preceded the very 
Foundations of their Structure: He ſaw what a Door 
would be open d to Impiety and Irreligion, not only 
to the Scandal and Deformation, but, in all appear- 
by to the very Deſtruction of Chriſtianity. How 
deep 2 Senſe He had of this miſerable State of Reli- 
gion, we may learn from his own Excellent Let- 
ter to the Prince his Son. Says He, We do not 
*© more affectionately pray for you (to whom We 


& are 2 Natural Parent) than We do, that the Ancient 


& Glory and Renown of this Nation be not buried in 
&<-\cretigion and Phanatick Humour; and that all Our 
te Jubjects (to whom We are a Politick Parent) may 
have ſuch ſober Thoughts, as-to ſeck their P ende - 
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te the Orthodox Profeſſion of the Chriſtiati Religion, 
« as it was Eſtabliſhed ſince the Reformation in this 
«© Kingdom, and not in new Revelations, Theſe were 
the Sentiments of His Majeſty. If therefore His R 
fuſal to diſſolve the Government of the Church, be 
conſider'd in this Light, as it prevented, to the utmoſt 
of his Power, the Abomination of Deſolation. 5' we may 
affirm, that He died for the Defence and Prefervation 
of the Chriſtian Religion; and He is therefore de- 
ſervedly placed in the Higheſt Rank of Martyrs, and 
accounted among thoſe ho were Bebeaded for the, Witneſ3 
of Feſus, and for the Word of God. „: Wine 
II. Having thus ſhewn the King to be a Martyr inatha 
Proper and Genuine Notion of the Word, it will be 
eaſy to defend the Inſtitution. of our Church, in Aps 
pointing this Solemn Anniverſary. :' In order t 
which, I ſhall conſider the Practice of Hntiquity; 
and enquire upon what Occaſions Anniverſaries wers 
formerly appointed; and then ſhew, that there was 
equal Reaſon at leaſt for the preſent Inſtitutiin. 
I. If we look back as far as the Few;ſh:Oteonomy; 
their Anniverfaries were diſtinguiſhed into Feſtivals 
and Faſts, according to the Occaſions of Publick joy; 
or Pubkck Mourning. Their Faſts were kept upon the 
Return of that Day, on which ſome Publick/Calamiry 
had been received, or on which ſome Great and Ex- 
traordinacy Perſon had been taken from them. We meet 
but one Anniverſary Faſt appointed by the Law, that 
is, the Day of Expiations, on the Tenth Day of the Se- 
venth Month; yet the Prophet Zecbary mentions ſeve- 
cal others which were obſerved in his Time, and |} for 
many Years before. And we are inform'd, that 
theſe Faſts were appointed in Memory of the Sac 
cage of Feruſalem by Nebuchadnezzar , the Conflagra- 
mou of their Temple, and ſuch like other Publick Cas 
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| L 147 
The Days of the Departure of Great and Excel: 
lent Perſons, as of Moſes; and ſeveral others, were like- 
wiſe celebrated by them in the fame manner, tho' there 
was no Commandment for it in their Ia. 
„The ſame Uſage obtain'd afterwards very early in 
the Chriſtian Church, with this Difference, that the 
Chriſtians did not Mourn upon thoſe Days on which 
their Martyrs ſuffer d; but Solemnized them as the Na- 
talitia, or Birth- Days of a New Life, on which they 
were born unto Chriſt. It was a Cuſtom among the 
Gentiles, to obſerve their Birth- Days with great Joy and 
Solemnity : At that Time, their Friends paid them 
ſome particular Compliment; the Salutation was com- 
mom Funde merum Genio ; and * Preſents: were al- 
ays made ra them by their Clients and Dependants. 
But theſe Solemnities were by the Chriſtians transferr'd 
to that Day, which they accounted more proper] 
their Birth- Day, the Day of their Entrance into a Life 
of Glory and Immortality. We have an early Inſtance 
of this. kind, in the Celebration of the Birth Day of 
Polycarp's Martyrdom by the Church of Smyrna ; and 
it is upon an immemorial Tradition, that ¶ Tertullian 
founds the Cuſtom pro Natalitijs annui die facere. Cyprian 
does not only mention it as uſed in his Time, but com- 
mands, that the Days of the Martyrs ſhould be Regi- 
ſtred in the Faſti of the Church, for the regular Obſerva- 
tion of them. Says t he, Deniq; & dies eorum, quibus ex- 
cedunt, annbtate, ut comme morationes eorum inter Memori- 
4 Martyrumi:.celebrare poſſimum. The Intention of the 
Church on theſe Occaſions, was, as well to glorify God, 
to honour the Memory of her Martyr, and rejoice at 
his Victory over the Powers of this World; as to in- 
ſtruct and confirm others, to excire and animate them 
to undertake the ſame Glorious Combat. The Aſſem- 
blies were held at the Tombs of the Martyrs, and were 


” _— r 


I 
„ 


— — 


I Selden, ubifopr. ] Perf Sat: in. 1 4. 
Epiſt 9. Ceynſorin. de die Naral, c:1. ++ Epiſt. Eceleſ ſupr: cit. 
as: eee cf 


. AY 1 
| * Sy & 2 * EY: N 4 
. 2 132 1 
* * 3 
oy Ws % S Ns C4 ; 
1 * 2 \ 
,” 4 L % 4 , * 


51 
Had in ſuch Veneration, that: the * Council of Gangre:: 
thought fit to inflit a heavy Cenſure upon thoſe whos 
ſhould dare to condemn them, or the Offices which 
were performed therein. What theſe Offices were, as: 
well as the Sacrifices there offer'd, of which f Cyprian 
and} Tertullian ſpeak , we may learn from the Empe- 
ror * Conſtantint's Oration. He tells us, That Hmm, 
Palms and Praiſes, re ſung to God; and à certain Sacri- 
fe of Manlſgiving, not ftained with Blood or Violence, u 
performed in Memory of theſe Perſonnmnm . 
2. This was the Practice of Antiquity. And if the: 
Taking of . Feruſalem, the Deſtruction of the Temple, 
or the Death of a Martyr, were thought each of 
them ſingly to afford ſufficient Reaſon to obſerve an 
Anniverſary Day,; How is the Inſtitution of our 
Church vindicated, by the Importance of this Great 
Occaſion , in which all thoſe Reaſons are united 2 
When the Royalties of the Crown , and Liberties of 
the People, were trampled upon by an Uſurper; when 
our Temple was torn from its Foundations, and a Mar-, 
ryr, whoſe Dignity no Age or Story can parallel, ſuf- 
nc. hn bas online, 
But perhaps it will be asked, Why this Day is kept | 
with Faſting and Sorrow, when the Days of the Primi- 
tive Martyrs were Solemnized, as Birth-Days, with Re- 
joicing ? The Anſwer to which is eaſy, and partly touch-. 
ed already. The Church, till now; had Flouriſhed and. 
Increaſed in the Blood of Her Martyrs ; and therefore: 
had Reaſon to rejoice for their Victory and Triumph: 
Bur when the Defender of the Faich, a Royal Martyr; 
was led out to ſuffer, our Candleſtick was removed.at 
the Excinguiſhing of that Great Light; am! the Birth= -. 
Day of His Martyrdom, was obſcur'd with the Fun- 
rals of the Church; For this Reaſon, therefore, as well 
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a5 t expiate the Guilt of that Sacred ahd Innotent 
Blood, and to deprecate the Vengeance that hangs over 
thoſe Nations for it, the Church has wiſely appointed 
2 Faſt to be kept with Humiliation and Mourning. 
| * The Ground of this Inſtitution is ſo reaſonable, that 
many who deſire to fee it aboliſhed, do not attack it 
that way: They ſay indeed there was Reaſon for the 
firſt Appointment; but then there is a Temper and 2 
Mas to be obſerved in Publick Sorrow, and that now 
it may very well be laid afide. In Anſwer to which, I 
PP nor mand 
III. Third place, To ſhew what Reaſon, and even 
| Neceftity there is to continue the Obſervation of this 
Day. The general Rule in Caſes of this Nature is 
this; while the Reaſons upon which any Inſtitution was 
made are of Force, fo long ought that Inſtituion to 
be obſerved and continued. If therefore > 
. We conſider this Day as purely appointed in Ho- 
| mour of the Martyr, I believe we ſhall find no Coun- 
| tehiance 1 to preſcribe any Term upon 
| the Expiration of whic thats Honours ſhall ceafe and 
| determine; and conſequently it now is, and always 
wilt be as reaſonable to obſerve this Day, as it was at 
firſt to appoint it. And, i 
2. If we look upon it as a Day of Expiation, it will 
not only reaſonable but highly neceſſary; for 
what Arrogance and Preſumption will it be to ſay, Be- 
hold it is enough; we have made Atonement for our 
Sins; our Iniquities are blotted out, and the Wrath of 
Heaven is appeaſed? 1 | | 
3. If we conſider it with regard to the Civil Policy, 
as it is 2 Monument to future Ages, a Mark to teach 
our Children's Children to avoid the Rocks on which 
Jour Fathers ſuffered Shipwreck, it will in this reſpect 
pe neceſſary to preſerve the Inſtitution; for in all Ap- 
pearance, and notwithſtanding the Obſervation of 
this Day, the ſame Storms were gathering; and we 
have been in Danger to ſee the Return of thoſe Miſe- 
aud Calamities which wait an them, even in our 
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own Time. To make this fully 2 I ſhall trace 
the moſt ſignal Steps by which the 


ſhew with 'what Exactneſs the preſent Ape has endea- 


voured to walk after them. 


It was the Practice of that wicked Faction to endea- 


your, by the moſt ſubtil Artifice, to allenate the Hearts 


of the Subjects from their Prince; and to that end, the | 
Preſs abonnded with infamous Pamphlets, tending to 
the vilify ing of his Underſtanding, and to the Con- 
tempt of his Petſon; the bittereſt Invectives upon his 


Government were diſperſed, like a Peſtilence, thro' the 


Nation; and becauſe nothing was, or ought to de 
dearer to the — than their Eccleſiaſtical and Civil | 
Diligence was uſed to repreſent the | 


Liberties, great tk 
King as encroaching on them, as if Religion and Li- 


berty were expiring, and ready to be ſwallowed up in 
Popery and Arbitrary Power. Thus they dreſſed up | 


that innocent Prince in Colours of their own devifing 


they ſet him up as a Mark of Deteſtation, under the | 
odious Characters of Papiſt and Tyrant, that he might | 


ſtand alone and defenceleſs. HEE £ 
Such of his Friends and Faithful Miniſters as w 


| 
e m mer Age roſe to 
ſo Tranſcendent a Degree of Wickedneſs; and then 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 


not to be impoſed on, or perverted by thoſe ſenſeleſs | 
Arts, were awed by Terrors, and were all involved in 


the common Calumny ; they were traduced as evil 


Councellors, as Favourers and Abettors of Popery and 
Tyranny, and the Dutiful and Faithful Subject was 


treated as a Conſpirator againſt the Religion and Pro- 
perty of the People. To make this Terror ſpread uni- 
verſally, the Life of a Great (and one who might 
have been an uſeful) Miniſter was attempted and un- 
righteouſly cut off. But if any yet remained obſti- 
nately Loyal, their Credit and Influence on the People 


was weakened and leſſened by all imaginable ways. 
Had there been no Original Quarrel to the Churehy | 


this were ſufficient, that it was à Pillar to the Crown. 


As the King had always diſtitiguiſhed himſelf by a pe- 


culiar Piety and * Doctrines, the 
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in Religious Matters. 10 | 
When they had thus moved the People to Sedition 
and Diſcontent, had filled the Corporations with Fa- 
Ktious Magiſtrates and Preachers, the Management of 
ꝝ Scottiſi War proved of great Service to them; for tho 
the War was ended, they contrived, by keeping u 
both Armies, that a Peace ſhould not enſue: By theſe 


[18 ] 


ment, and the neceſſary Authority and Diſcipline af 

che Eſtabliſhed Church; ſo the Church had always pro- 
feſs d the pure and unſpotted Loyalty of the Primitive 
- Chriſtians ;-the Rebels therefore had juſt Reaſon. to 


believe that the true Members of it would do their 


utmoſt to defend his Perſon , and to . oppoſe the 
illegal Uſurpations upon his Power. To under- 


F 
' 


mine this, the only remaining Bulwark of the 
Monarchy, they uſed all wicked Means to promote 
an Irreverence and Diſlike to the Hierarchy: , 
Liturgy, and Canons of the Church: Her Doctrines 


were inveighed againſt as Popiſh, Slaviſh, and Dange- 


rous to the Publick Liberty; Her Grave and Orthodox 
Miniſters were aſperſed in their Lives and Manners, 
and their Zealous Endeavours for a Decent and Order- 
ly Worſhip were made ſo many infallible Indications of 
their Tendency towards Popery. Her Venerable Sy- 
mods were not better treated, and the Right of making 


| Canons; a Right of which the Church of Chriſt has 


been poſſeſſed from its Foundation, was denied to them. 
Diviſions were encouraged amongſt her Members; 
Old Hereſies were revived, and New ones invented, 
to diſtract the People with great Variety of Opinions 


Means they raiſed a Moneyed Intereſt in their own 
Hands, and contracted. to themſelves a Dependance of 
all thoſe who made Loans upon the Credit of it. Ha- 
vying thus fortified themſelves at Home, they privately 
and traĩterouſſy enter into a League and Engagement 
= a Neigbour Nation, and then proceed openly to 


emoliſh the Church and the Prerogative. 


No Prerogative was more neceſla ily inherent in the 
Regal Office than che Alita, wichour which it Pas 
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impoſſible for the King to protect his Subjects from 
Tumults and Inſurrections at home, or from Invaſions 
from abroad; Vet this the Faction inſolently demanded 


ſhould be delivered to them, as the only Expedient to 


allay their Jealouſies and Fears; at once depriving the 
Subject of the Protection of their Prince, and the 
Prince of his undoubted Prerogative of Peace and War. 
In this Manner they wreſted from the King his Exe- 
cutive Power; nor was his Legiſlative Authority ex- 


empted from the ſame Violence. His Negative upon 


all Bills was refuſed to him, and the Stamp of the 


Royal Image declared unneceſſary to quicken chem in- 


to Laws: Thus the Votes of the Two Hpęauſes at fir. 


ment. 


. 


.. _ tain of all juſt, Power. nf 710 5 
That themſelves being choſen by and. repreſenting 


Reſolved, That the People are ( under God) n 


the People, have the Supreme Power of the Na- 


tion. 3 1 The. 
{ — * * « # 5 wt faq: fo} SRI 7 
That whatever is Enacted: or Declared. for Law by 


the Commons in Parliament, hath the Force of 2 


Law, and the People are concluded thereby, tho” 
. the. Conſent of the King and Peers be not had 
thereunto, 0 yet | AA elt SS 


Upon theſe Principles they proceed to Arraign,Con- 5 
demn, and Murder him, to the Everlatting ne 


= 
: 
* 

Fl 

* 

It 

* 


| 


It 2 ertzin, th 
Have à like Tendency, and the ſame Principles do al- 
Ways produce the ſame Concluſions. If therefore the 


eines; H 
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the Nation, to the Debaſement even of Human- 


of. 
* 
© 
. 
1 0 * 


| Find, do the Reproach of the Proteſtant Profeſſion, 


ro'the great Scandal and Injury of the Chriſtian 
Religion: In Memory of which grievous Calamity, we 


are commanded to aſſemble this Day; and it will be 


neceſſary we ſhould continue fo to do', if there be juft 

Reaſon to ſuſpect that the ſame Deſigns are again pro- 

Jeaed;' | ttt > teen Fr 4111 1 | 
in, that Facts of a like Nature generall 


fame Practices are now carried on, and the ſame Re- 
þellions Principles now maintained, we muſt be very 
— 7 unconcerned Spectators of thoſe things 
Which d&ſo'nearly touch our Safety and Happineſs, if 
we cannot ſee the ſame Deſign lurking at the Bottom. 
Now it is e ident to Men, who have made the leaſt 
Obſervation upon the preſent Times, that great In- 


duſtry Had been uſed to: pervert and alienate the Minds 


of er Majeſty's Subjects, that Pamphlets, Impeach-- 


ing Her Adminiſtration have been diſperſed among 


ba 


the — — Her Actions and Intentions libelled in 2 
moft infamòus Manner; Treaſonable Papers dropped, 
and the Authors and Publiſhers, notwithſtanding the 
higheſt Rewards offered to the Diſcoverer, are conceal- 
ed from Juſtice. _ . 
Her Miniſters are tradueed witch the Old Aſperſions 
of Popery and Arbitrary Powet; all their Endeavours 
for the Publick Service have received the moſt Unnatu- 
ral and Tnjurious Interpretations ; and the Life of a 
Great Miniſter has _ more than once attempted. 
Artificial Fears have been inftilled into the Subject to 
tertify then from Loans, and the Publick Faith has 
been undermined by Calumnies and Falſhoods. 

The Chüreh, to which the Queen has always mani- 
feſted Her Affections, and which She has ſupported by 
Her Countenance and Royal Bounty, has been attack- 
ed by Deiſts, Unitarians, Schiſmaticks, and Liber- 
Ines Doctrines decried 25 Slaviſn and e 
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Her Clergy have been unjuſtly vilified in their Lives 

and Manners ; Her Synods were long difcontinned, to 
the diſmembring of the Conſtitution, and the preſent 

one has met with remarkable ill Treatment.“ Ml che 

Old Methods to ruin and divide the Church have been 

again employed; Heretical Tenets have been publiſhed, 

not Clandeſtinely creeping into the Light from Anony- 
mous Authors, but with Names, ſome by Publick Sub- 
ſcriptions, others with Formal Dedications to Miniſters 

of State. Schiſm has been propagated in great Corpo- 

rations, not only againft Law, but againſt the united 

Inclinations of the Inhabitants; and when Legal Ap- 

_ plications have been made againſt the Evil, a Not# pro- 
ſequi has been entered, and the Proſecutors diſcouraged; = 
Has not the preſent War been as well husbanded a8 
the Scottiſh was formerly, and kept on Foot for che 
fame Purpoſes? To impoveriſh the Publick, and to 
raiſe a Moneyed Intereſt in the Hands of a few: private 
Subjects, which ſhould inſult and give Laws to the 
Crown, and preſcribe to the Queen in the Choice of 
Her Miniſters? Have not a few. private Perſons ente= | 
red into Cabals and Factious Engagements with Fo? 
reign States? Have they not attempted to ſubjet a 
moſt neceſſary and eſſential Prerogative of the Crowne | 
of England to the Direction of thoſe Powers? And 
have they not, upon the Strength of theſe Alliances, 
obſtructed the Peace of Europe by all the Difficulties 
which Art or Power could raiſe. 99 | 
| Has not the Prerogative ſuffered both in the Legiſla- 
tive and Executive Branches of it? One Vote, ant 
that of a diſſolved Parliament, has been made Penal as 
a Law, and the ſole Right and Prerogative of Peace 
and War has been limited by ano tber. 

Let every one compare theſe Facts with thoſe of 
former Times, and judge of the Reſemblance. And, 
For the ſame Principles, they are fo pubtickly/avow- 
ed, that I appeal to all who hear me, whether every 
Day's Converſation does not afford ſome Inſtancs of it ? 
> Has not the Doctrine of Reſiſtance entitled the Preach 
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er to be recommended: even to the Crown? And has 5 
not the Teaching Obedience to the Higher Powers L 
been proſecuted as a High Crime and Miſdemeanour?: 
— Butt to omit other Inſtances'; in this Place; and (what 
one would ſcarce. believe) even upon this Day, before | : 
the greateſt Audience in the Kingdom, the Murder of 
the: King has been in ſome Meaſure juſtified, at leaſt | 1 
the Principles upon which the Rebels ated were des: 
fended and maintained. F en ein 
And now what muſt the Conſequence of all this 
have been? God only knows, who has in Mercy ſtop- 
ped. the Inundation, and ſet Bounds to the proud 
Waves thereof, ſaying, Hitherto ſhall ye paß. Let us 
therefore humble our ſelves before him in ſuch manner, 
that he may not ſuffer them to paſs further, and over- 
whelm us. Let us, inſtead of laying aſide this Day, 
reſolve: to obſerve it for the future, more Devoutly and 
Rehgiouſly: than heretofore we have done; and let us 
reflect ſeriouſly upon thoſe Duties wich it ſhould bring 
to our Remembrance, and ſhould excite us to perform. 
IV. What theſe Duties are, I come now in the laſt 
place to lay before you. ban .c115t 
1. As this Day is appointed for a Memorial to ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, we ſhould make a right Uſe of the wiſe 
Inſtitution of our Fathers, and learn from thence to 
take effectual Care not to be undone a Second Time. 
When we Tee the Licenſe of Prophane and Seditious 
Tongues increaſe, and Practices ſet on Foot to weaken 
and divide the Church, to caſt Reflection on the State, 
and to alienate the Hearts of the People; we may then 
know the Deſign to be declared, and that the Peſtilence, 
which walked in Darkneſs, diſcovers it ſelf openly. 
We fſhould call to Mind, that theſe were the Arts by 
which Schiſmaticks and Rebels overturned the Church 
and State; and by the Steps which at any time are ta- 
king, we may learn to make a Judgment of their Pro- 
greſs, and what Opinion they entertain of their own 
Strength; that ſo we apply early proportioned. Reme- 
flies. To this end, we ſhould boldly diſcourage and ro- 
ww. 8 prove 
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prove ſuch practices, and profeſs our Abhorrence and 


Deteſtation of thoſe Principles which lead to ſuch 


Confuſion, which unhinge the Frame of all Govern- 
ment, and deſtroy the Peace and Society of Human 
Kind. And if any of us have received the leaſt In- 


fuſion of this Poyſon, let us make haſte to expel it, or 


it will quickly taint both our Religion and our L 

ty; let us not flatter our ſelves by ſaying, © We hate 
te the-Concluſions drawn from thoſe Principles; that 
* we go conſtantly to Church, and would not, on any 
*© Account, engage in ſuch Deſigns. But alas How 


many have there been, who by theſe Means were be« 


trayed inſenſibly from Guilt to Guilt, till at laſt they 
became Actors in thoſe Things, at the very mentioning 


of which ſome time before they would be ſtruck with | 


Horror? The beſt that can be ſaid for us, if we are 


fincere, is this; that tho' we are not wicked enough to 


engage our ſelves in ſuch Deſigns, yet we are fitly pre- 


__ by our Weakneſs and Credulity to be made the 
nſtruments of thoſe who are; and therefore when we 


are drawn into a Partnerſhip of their Guilt, we know | 


not how ſoon we may arrive at the ſame Height of 


Wickedneſs our ſelves. 


2. As this Day is appointed for a Day of Expiation, | 
we ſhould do well to reflect how the Guile of this 
Crime becomes National: How it is poſſible to be fo | 
derived to us, that we and our Poſterity may be invol- 
ved therein : That ſo we may learn to avoid it, and to | 


avert the Wrath of God. 


If the Tragedy of this Day was a&ed by the Major 
Part of the People, there needs no further Account to | 
ſhew the Guilt to be National; and if it was perform- | 
ed by the Few, As the Cowardiſe and Infamy of that | 
Majority that ſuffered it is-wichbur a Parallel, ſo their | 
Sin and Guile is equal to that of the Original Actors 


and Conſpirators. Human Laws make all Men Prin- 
cipals in Murder, who ſtand by, and do not interpoſe 


for the Prevention of it, becau 5 4 tacit App#obation 


and 
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and Conſent is thereby ſufficiently implied; and it is 
this Conſent, this Act of the Mind in all Sins, which 
chiefly contracts the Guilt, to which the External Act 
ſuperadds but little: And by theſe Means; their Race 
and ours, -if they Conſent and Approve, are all equal- 
ty Criminal ; they may every one apply to themſelves 
the Saying of St. Paul, Lord, when the Blood of thy Mar- 
tyr Stephen was ſhed, I alſo was landing by, and conſentin 
tu bis Death. As long therefore as Men continue to lui 
after the ſame Wickednefs, and to commit it in their 
Hearts; as long as Numbers ſhall be found in this, or 
in ſucceeding Generations, to Approve, Applaud, and 
Glory in that Execrable Deed, and to Propagate and 
Cheriſh thoſe Infernal Principles upon which it was 
accompliſhed; ſo long will the ſad Effects of it re- 
main, to che Inſecurity of all Government, to open 
the Mouths of Atheiſts againſt all Religion, under the 
Mask of which it was committed; and conſequent- 
ly ſo long will the Pollution of it deſcend to Poſte- 
rity, and the Sword of the Deſtroying Angel be un- 
ſheathed. 

Tt is our Duty then from our Hearts to deteſt and 
abhor ſuch wicked Principles and Actions, leſt we be- 
come Parties in that Foul Offence : We ſhould publick- 
ly profeſs our Diſlike of them, and we ſhould make 
that Profeſſion ſhine forth by an Exemplary Submiſſi- 
on and Obedience to that moſt Gracious QUE EN 
who fits upon the Throne. It is our Duty to turn un- 
to the Lord with Faſting, Mourning, and ſincere Re- 
pentance, that we may waſh away at laſt from theſe 
Nations the Stain of Regicide, and ſilence the loud 
Cries which aſcend to Heaven continually from His 
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3. As this Day is appointed to Honour the Memory | 

of our Martyr ; it is our Dut / 

. Like.the, Primitive Chriſtians, to offer up to God ? 
a Sacrifice. of . Praiſe and Thankſgiving for the Man! 
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of his Servant ; and to pray earneſtly, if he ſhould at 
any time call us to bear Witneſs to the Truth, that he 
would graciouſly endue us with a like Meaſure of C n- 
ſtancy, Meekneſs, Charity, and Reſignation, to ſuffer 
fora... F | ts od ts 


2. The Example of this Great and Bleſſed Martyr 
ſhould inſpire us all with a true Zeal and Holy Ardour 
for Religion. It ſhould warm the Laodicean Temper of 
this Age, and convince it, that there is ſomething of 
Divinity in that, for which even Kings vouchſafe to 
Die. From hence we may learn, that no Man's State 
or Dignity is raiſed above the Obligation, not only of 
Serving, but of Suffering for the Church: And when 
he can no longer by his Power, Wiſdom, or Piety, 
protect and defend it from the Invaſions of Wicked 
Mien, he ſhould be ready, not only to be Bound, but even to 
Dye for the Name of Feſus; and that in ſo doing, how- 
ever elevated his Condition upon Earth may be, it ſhall 
be raiſed thereby to higher Honours. 


Laſtly, We may be here Inſtructed what an utter 
Contempt we ſhould have of all Worldly and Secular 
Intereſts, when they come in Competirion with that 
of Religion; and conſequently, that we ſhould never 
be perſuaded for any Secular Advantage to make Com- 
pliances and Condeſcenſions to the Prejudice of it; 
which as it is a Sin in Religion, ſo it is an Error too in 
Policy; for every Compliance to Wicked and Unrea- 
ſonable Men, does but embolden them to make higher 
Demands, and arm them with more Power to inſiſt 
upon them. We may be likewiſe taught, not to give 
up the Intereſts of Religion in Times of Difficulty. 
and Adverſity , upon the plauſible Pretence , that 
* It is now Unſeaſonable to inſiſt upon them, and 
it were better wait a more favourable Opportunity. 
But no Danger or Neceſſity can juſtify the doing Evil 
that Good may come of it: Let ns very. one in our ſeve- 
ral Stations, do our Duty with Integrity and Courage, | 
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4 of it; and however y and obſcure 
Proſpect of i its Iſſue may appear to Human Fore- 
debe, let us reſt ſatisfled, _ Almighty Providence 
| direct - the, Event to his lory, who alone is able 


1 Good out of Evil, * out of Darkneſs, and | 


rom Confuſion. 


55 Thing s, if ye do, . are ye: „ 4 


wo more be termed Forſaken, neither (hall your Land any more 
be termed Deſolate; the Rigbteouſi 75 thereof ſhall go » for 


[ 
&s Brightneſs,” and the Salvation thereof as a Lamp that Jurn- 
erb, and the Gentiles ſhall ſee your leaf „ and 1 


King! 1 * 
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